[Course of the manifestations associated with the antiprothrombinase circulating anticoagulant].
Fifteen patients (9 females and 6 males) with the "lupus type" circulating anticoagulant have been studied. The underlying disease was an auto-immune disorder in 11 cases and a malignant hemopathy in 4 cases. The manifestations frequently associated with the lupus inhibitor, such as thrombosis, thrombocytopenia and false-positive VDRL test were analysed. Hemorrhagic syndrome occurred only when thrombocytopenia or acquired abnormality of Willebrand's factor was present. Thrombotic events (8 cases) were frequent. Deep venous thrombosis was complicated with pulmonary embolism in 4 patients. Platelet abnormality, decreased fibrinolytic response or acquired Willebrand's syndrome were found in all patients with a thrombotic event. These different manifestations followed diverging courses in some patients with persistent thrombocytopenia although the anticoagulant had disappeared in 3 cases, negativation of the false-positive VDRL test while the anticoagulant remained unchanged in 1 case, occurrence of a thromboembolic episode although the anticoagulant had disappeared in 1 case.